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maintenance and support of a system of non-
sectarian public schools. This implies that

within these school rooms there shall be per-

mitted no partisan, racial or religious propa-
ganda; that there shall not be introduced the

tenets of any political party, or of any creed,

or of any race. These exclusions, however,

must not preclude the development of spiritual

habits—the inculcation of great cardinal vir-

tues such as obedience, industry, sobriety,

thrift, probity, integrity, reliability, straight-

forwardness, trustworthiness, incorruptibility.

.Indeed, the Statute Law of Massachusetts
is mandatory and unequivocal in its insistence

upon moral training in our schools. It reads
as follows: ;;;:''. ".'' ^^'

\-:'-;

^"The president, professors and tutors of

the university at Cambridge and of the several

colleges, all preceptors and teaeiiers of acad-

emies and all other instructors of youth shall

exert their best endeavors to impress on the

r))inds of children and youth committed to

their care and instruction the principles of

piety and justice and a sacred regard for truth,

love of their country, humanity and universal

benevolence, sobriety, industry and frugality,

chastity, moderation and temperance, and those

other virtues which are the ornament of human
society and the basis upon which a republican

constitution is founded; and they shall en-

deavor to lead their pupils, as their agss and
capacities Avill admit, into a clear understand-
ing of the tendency of the above mentioned
virtues to preserve and perfect a republican

constitution and secure the blessings of liberty

as well as to promote their future happiness,

and also to point out to them the evil tendency
of the opposite vices." > '

>It is, therefore, the child's right— it is his

educational heritage—^to possess these virtues

as a touchstone to which all his thoughts and
all his actions may be subjected. If he has

these qualities deeply imbedded in his heart, if

he possesses them as a vital part of his very
being, then he may err for a time and Avander

far afield, but drawn back inevita])ly will he be

by an irresistible impulse, by a centripetal

force, back to safe spiritual anchorage. (Uni-

troUed by these great spiritual influences, the

private life of the iiulividual will be safeguard-

ed and his civic coiuluct assured. The welfare
of child and the welfare of society, therefore,

eipuilly denmnds the cultivfition of these inoj'al

and spiritual virtues.

But these physical, intellectual and moral
([ualities are not ac(|uired overniglit. They do
not come in a morning dream. They do not

fall into one's idle lap like windfalls from the
clouds. They are the result of exercise contin-
uously and persistently repeated and finally be-
coming automatic, habitual and reflexive.

There needs to be incessant training in health
culture, in right thinking and in moral purpose
at every step in the child's career, from early
childhood through adolescence into youth.
Complete and symmetrical education, which is

the birthright of every American, requires a
long probationary period. It imperatively de-

mands that all boys and girls remain in school
and under the influence of highly competent
instructors until they are at least sixteen years
of age, with a part-time attendance upon some
sort of extension or continuation school for at

least two years thereafter. Thus there would
be maintained an impersonal and a legally

sanctioned stewardship over children and
youth to protect, defend and direct them dur-
ing the impressionable years of their minority,

wherever they may be found, whether at work
or at play, whether within or without the

schoolroom.

Denial of this privilege is to defraud chil-

dren and youth of their indisputable educa-
tional heritage. It is to deprive Democracy of

the fulfillment of its destiny.

Universal Education: "And also point out
the evil tendency of the opposite vices," urges
the statute on moral instruction. ]t is insuffi-

cient that good habits be inculcated; vicious

habits must be inhibited. Gladstone in the beau-
tiful essay which he wrote on his dear friend,

Henry Hallam, the subject of Tennyson's "In
jMemoriam," gives expression to an idea which
hitches in one's mind. Gladstone among other
things says that the progress of the nineteenth

century is described by two simple words,—

-

'

' Unhand me. '

'

These two words, "unhand me," tell the

whole story about education. Education—

•

"unhand me"—means the removal, so far as

possible, of all obstacles, restraints, impedi-
ments, whether they be physical, intellectual

(;r spiritual, in order that free, untrammeled,
all handicaps removed, I may work out my
complete destiny—temporal and eternal ; that

as an individual I may enjoy the blessings of

life, li])erty and the pursuit of happiness aiul

that moreover, as a citizen I may become social-

ly competent—a salf-respecting, self-support-

ing co-worker with my fellows in the life of

community and (.Commonwealth.

Nature is not lavish in the distribution of

her gifts. Nature revels in variability ami
diversity. One person has beauty of form,


